
 
 
QUARTERLY MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR                              October 2015 
 
Since my last message, much has been accomplished. Of special note is the training course 
for national points of contact of States in the Asia-Pacific region.  It was the first of its kind 
and took place in Qingdao, China, from 7 to 11 September.  My sincere appreciation goes to 
the Government of China, which hosted the course.   

I am pleased that I was able to participate in the opening of the course, together with Yang Li, 
Deputy Director-General of the Arms Control and Disarmament Department at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in China, and Ambassador Rafael Mariano Grossi, Chair of the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group.  The success of any course depends on its speakers, and we were fortunate 
to have, in addition to members of the Group of Experts, speakers from the Asia-Pacific 
Biosafety Association, Asia Pacific Group on Money Laundering, Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the World 
Health Organization.  Also, Germany provided an instructor from their Federal Office for 
Economic Affairs and Export Control (BAFA), as did the United States both from its Export 
Control and Related Border Security (EXBS) Programme in the Department of State and from 
its Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration’s International 
Nonproliferation Export Control Program. 

Participants in the course were national points of contact and representatives from the 
Governments of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Republic of Korea, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand.  

The content of the course was wide-ranging – it was designed to provide to points of contact, 
not only information about resolution 1540 (2004) and the 1540 Committee and how it 
operates, but also to demonstrate to the participants how the resolution fits into and 
complements the WMD non-proliferation regimes.  To accomplish this, the course described 
to the participants the nature of the threats posed by nuclear, chemical, and biological 
weapons and how international arrangements and treaties had been created to address them.   

I expect that the course – an excellent example of the regional approaches that the Committee 
favours – will be replicated in other regions of the world.  Indeed, I am pleased to thank the 
Government of Chile for volunteering to host the second course in 2016.  Participants in the 
pilot course were very positive about it, and the second course will follow the structure of the 
first. 

I encourage all Member State to designate points of contact and, as feasible, nominate them to 
participate in these training courses.  This should help to strengthen national efforts to 
implement the resolution and help to achieve our common goal of preventing proliferation of 
WMD. 

The Group of Experts has essentially completed its work updating States’ matrices, the first 
update since 2009. The revised matrices provide a snapshot in 2015 of measures taken by 
States to implement resolution 1540 (2004). They will be an essential part of the 
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Comprehensive Review and will help to identify the best ways for the 1540 Committee to 
work with Member States, at their request, to further enhance implementation of resolution 
1540 (2004). 

I would like to draw your attention to a number of events that have taken place since my last 
message: 

• A workshop on Enhancing Implementation of Resolution 1540 and other Non-
Proliferation Instruments, organized by the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD) for its member States.  The event was supported by the 
African Union (AU), the Institute for Security Studies (ISS), Pretoria and the United 
Kingdom, 14-15 September 2015, Nairobi, Kenya, attended by a 1540 expert. 

• A CBW Proliferation Course for U.S. government officials, organized by the 
James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, Washington D.C., United States,   
a 1540 expert was a speaker via video conference on 11 September. 

• The UNODC Expert Group Meeting on the Development of a Training Module 
on the International Legal Framework against Chemical, Biological, Radiological 
and Nuclear Terrorism, organized by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
26-27 August 2015, Vienna, Austria, attended by two 1540 experts. 

• A round table meeting on the implementation of resolution 1540 in Africa, 
organized by the Institute for Security Studies (ISS), 26 August 2015, Pretoria, 
South Africa, attended by a 1540 expert. 

• The Eastern and Southern Africa Anti-Money Laundering Group (ESAAMLG) 
Task Force of Senior Officials Meeting on Issues Related to WMD Proliferation 
Financing, organized by the ESAAMLG Secretary with the support of the 
Government of South Africa, 24-26 August 2015, Johannesburg, South Africa, 
attended by a 1540 expert. 

• An IAEA workshop on “International Cooperation in Nuclear Security in South-
East Asia”, organized by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the 
Office of Atoms for Peace (OAP) of Thailand’s Ministry of Science and 
Technology, 19-20 August 2015, Chiang Mai, Thailand, attended by a 1540 expert. 

• A national round table on the implementation of United Nations Security Council 
resolution 1540 (2004) in Antigua and Barbuda, organized by the Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda, 12-14 August 2015, St. John’s, Antigua and Barbuda, 
attended by two 1540 experts. 

• The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) Meeting of Experts, organized by 
the BWC States Parties and the BWC Implementation Support Unit, 10-14 August 
2015, Geneva, Switzerland, attended by a 1540 expert. 

• In Central Asia the development of a voluntary National Implementation Action 
Plan was the topic of a 1540 national round table in Dushanbe, Tajikistan on 29 and 
30 July in which a 1540 expert participated. 

A quick glance at this list will illustrate the wide scope of outreach by the 1540 Committee as 
well as the important roles played by international and regional organizations – African 
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Union, Biological Weapons Convention Implementation Support Unit, IAEA, Eastern and 
Southern Africa Anti-Money Laundering Group, Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD) – and non-governmental organizations – Institute for Security Studies 
and the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies.   

Regional meetings are an important means to improve implementation of resolution 1540 
(2004) by facilitating, for example, sharing of information about effective practices and the 
design and implementation of voluntary National Implementation Action Plans and 
identifying common challenges that could be met by cooperative regional efforts.  We must 
also continue to take advantage of the great expertise and talent that is within international 
organizations. 

In this context, the African Union, in collaboration with the 1540 Committee and the United 
Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, is planning to hold a 1540 Assistance Conference 
for African States in early 2016 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The objective of the Conference is 
to bring together those States that requested assistance and assistance providers, thereby 
building effective partnerships to strengthen local expertise and capabilities to facilitate 
implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). In preparation for this Conference, a preparatory 
meeting was held from 24-25 September 2015 in Vienna, Austria.  

The Committee will continue its comprehensive review of the implementation of resolution 
1540 (2004).  The review will assess implementation since the last review in 2009 and 
recommend better ways for the Committee to serve our common interest:  preventing the 
proliferation to non-State actors that could lead to terrorist threats to us from nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons. 

The Committee will continue to seek wide-ranging inputs to its Comprehensive Review.  The 
May meeting of former 1540 experts that was held in South Africa is an example of these 
outreach efforts.  More recently, the Committee was addressed by the Chair and Members of 
the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and the Secretary General of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union.  Through its Working Group on outreach the Committee also discussed 
biological security with experts from the World Health Organisation, the World Animal 
Health Organisation (OIE) and Cape Town University. Similarly, a briefing was given by 
academics on how the Committee might enhance its work.    Looking ahead, the Committee 
will convene a number of events that will offer an opportunity for all stakeholders, especially 
Member States, to provide inputs into the Comprehensive Review. In the summer of 2016, 
formal open consultations of the Committee with Member States, relevant international 
organizations and appropriate sectors of civil society will be held at the UN Headquarters in 
New York City.  I intend for the Committee to actively solicit inputs, not just provide 
opportunities to do so.  

I will continue to use this message to keep you apprised of such opportunities and will keep 
you updated about the consultations in future Quarterly Messages. 

Visit www.un.org/en/sc/1540 for detailed information on resolution 1540. 
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